- I

A
War

KERRY CULLINAN

ALDS denialist Anthony Brink
has struck back at his one-time
close friend, controversial
author Ronald Suresh Koberts,
acensing him of misrepresent-
Ing President Thabo Mbeki's
view on TTIV/ Aids,

Brink has wrillen up an
account of his interactions
with Roberts in a 376-page book
called Lyving and Thieving: the
Jraudulent  scholarship
Ronald Suresh Roberes, which
can be ordered of dowrdoaded
for R120 from a wehsite called
wwwlvingandthieving.com

He describes Boberts as “a
fabricator and talgitior of his.
tory, and the auth(jr of a colos-
sal Mierary fraud, and accord-
ingly s0 grossly unprofessional
and discreditable g writer that
he’s unfit to be relfed upon for
any purpose, not even for diree-
tivns (o the post office”.

Brink's self-published book
1z in responise to Roberts's own
ook, Fit to Govern, The Native
Intelligence of Thabo Mbeki,
that was launchoed in June.

In it, Roberts sayvs that
Mbeki “1s not now, nor has he
ever been, an Aids dissident”,
and also makes various deroga.
tory comnents about Brink.

However, in his counter-
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pun :h Drink says thaf
was " ather less enthfisiastic
abo it Roberts's) book fhan its
aull o1 and his political patron,
Mir is1er in the Presidency Es-
s0p ranad”,

* I'tis 18 because, cimcern-

Mbeki

ing 1. thinking on Aigs -- the
hig &= 1c the book promised to
exp ik MbeKithoughf it con-
plct » garbage,” says Tirnk.

11 contrast, says |Brink,
Mm & Gevisser's hook | Thebo
Mhbiki- The Dream Deferred
tetl: * he remarkable qlory of
how Mibeki moved o pet the
reco rd straight™, ]

" his refers to Gevisger's de-
seri atinnl in his ook of thow, in
the ia ne month that R¢boerts’s

urd v ight to ask him
he | @, seen the contr
Ald - ¢ antalist docutneryt titled
Cas re. THongwane, Capalans,
Caat, | Creese, Foot & Mogeh and
Sten 'stlcs, The documdnt had
init al y been distributefl in the
AN .1y the late Peter Mokaba
nzu,

The following day, |an up-
datcd version of the |[Hlong-
war 2 locument was dglivered
to Geuvisser, while |Mheki
den oo he was the sole huthor,
Gev sfer wrote that Mbgki told
hiw: the document acqurately
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anted his views. A cen-
esls of the Hlongwane
‘ent s the rejection *as il-
, e proposition that
+a single disease caused
Igular virus, HIV”,

ak implies that Mbeki
»3d Koberts's. hook by
and wanted to corroct
G by lelling Gevisser
Tt he was still in Ailds
(H1

clent:

ere is no guestion as o
msage Thabo Mbeki was
Tng to me along with
eament: he was now, 1a
cheen sinee 1999, ar. Alds
it wrote (Govissorn
ks ook, aside from be-
‘Cefence” of Mbeki as an
cnidlist, is also a bitter
on bz erstwhile firlend,
£, whom he folt had used
aowledge and then be-
I by making various
Inments about him n
A

aed for comment last
Roberts referred to re-
he wrate on his blog on
‘il ard CGuardian web-

1¢ Reberts said 1o was
raely defamatory” for
to say that he had

Ki's Aids view

“travdulently misrepresented”
Mbeki's views on Aids.

Brink’s manuscript offered
“peculiar propaganda desipned
10 suggest that President Thabo
Mbeki, like Brink himself,
dentes (hat HIV causes Alds”,
Foberts wrote,

“Irink believes that the re-
cent  blography by  Mark
(revissor supports his portrayal
of Mbeki as 4 denler of the
thesis that IITV causes Aids,

“The problems for Brink boe-
gin in Gevisser's hook itself. At
Puge 758 Gevisser guuotes Pre-
sident Mbeki himself objecting
that ‘a campaign was lJaunched,
that T'vie said that HIV does not
cause Ajds, which 1 never did,

gpokesmarn, Mukoni Ratsii-
tanga, had written: “"T'he presi-
dent is not now, nor has he ever
been, an Aids denialist’, a point
which Govisser himself huas
publicly acknowledged.”
FHeqlth-e News Service
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